A rally


It's a time when your legs are shaky, your voice uncertain, your motivation gone. Ignas was due to begin his speech in a couple of minutes. He had started a rally, he had gathered the mass. He had to keep it all together. It was all for a reason. Ignas wanted to become the next President of Lithuania.

He looked at his notes: "Something about last president, something about his opponents, something about what he had planned to do...". It was almost a written speech, yet it seemed to Ignas only like scraps of paper, flashing, fading in, fading out. After struggling a bit with his notes, Ignas gave up and closed his eyes. It was about to start.

"Let's welcome the one and only Ignas Matulėnas, our presidential candidate!". The first speaker introduced Ignas. The crowd roared with excitement.

"Concentration, concentration, concentration" - was the only thing Ignas thought about when he went up on stage, waving his hand, trying to smile. Then, as he shook hands with the first speaker, he pondered: "Will he have to do it all on his own, or will others actually help him?".

"Ladies and gentlemen, fellow citizens, friends and neighbours" - Ignas opened with words repeated often. "I remember how my colleague in United States, Barack Obama, used to say: "Yes, we can". We all have seen how it backfired: no he could not. Yet I have hope that we could. We could bring this nation to prosperity. We just have to stand together, not alone." Ignas stopped for a moment to hear a possitive reply from the crowd. They agreed. 

"I am willing to sacrifice my time to help our legislators abandon foolish laws, and to make a better ones, even a better constitution, if only we need one. This is my main goal. We just have to work together. So many of us haven't even read the constitution, and almost none participated in creating it.  I could never live with myself, knowing that I represent what does not wanted to be represented or even don't know if they want to be represented" Again, Ignas took a deep breath and listened to the applause. 

"Our last President, Dalia Grybauskaitė, tried to help our country. Yet she tried only to get  us out of economic crysis, and not much more. She was active, persistent, but I don't think that Dalia had the courage. Courage not to settle in the system, but to be the system. A lot of people forget that the law that fails us, the law that leaves poverty in the streets is human-made, and should be corrected if necessary. This, indeed, is my main goal."

“My opponents, Virgilijus Sirvydis in particular, share my views, but they do not want to experiment. Actually, they think me a socialist, and I say it does not matter how any of us are called. Our work matters. It matters how we fight poverty and the reasons why it exists. It matters how we deal with refugees, immigrants and other new people that flee to our country. Lithuania could be an example. I hope that it will be. It will be difficult for me to say yes to the lives of every one of you, but it will be much easier if you say yes to me."

It was not a long speech, but the crowed enjoyed it. How many there were, one does not know, how many were influenced one could not say. It was something, it was a good material. Ignas forgot all his nervousness and worries that he had before. "It might really work" - he thought.

Later, during a press conference, one journalist from "Respublika" asked him: "What did you mean by saying you'd better make new laws? Would you ban vehicles if it gave benefit?". Ignas answered: "It would be difficult, but the idea is worth thinking about. Actually, I would not run for president, if I knew I wouldn't have a chance to think about such ideas."

The people had to decide if they wanted to vote Ignas, if they wanted to stand by him. A lot of excitement was promised, the momentum gained. When the vote time came, so many people had buttons with Lithuanian words "Balsuok už drąsą"(Vote for courage). It was, after all, what enabled Ignas to take the next step towards the stage, toward the presidency, towards change. Courage that every one of us needs. And may get. If one tries. Or remembers, that one has support. Of all. For all. Forever.

